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FROM 

Commissioner David J. Bardin 

Mr. John Wilford, Chief, Bureau of Potable Water DATE 

SUBJECT Contaminated Individual Wells, Dover Township 

I am disturbed by the inaccuracies in the attached news item which appeared 
in the Trenton Times on June 10, 197U. I did not "condemn" the Dover Town* 
ship and Ocean County Health Department Officials for delaying notification 
to the affected families that their wells had been contaminated with poten
tially-hazardous petrochemicals. The facts of the matter are as follows. 

About two months ago I was approached by Mr. Charles Kauffman, Health Offi
cer, Ocean County Health Department, who advised me that there was some 
indication that a number of individual-wells in Dover Township might be 
contaminated with chemicals dumped many years ago by an individual who 
conducted a drum-cleaning and recovery operation on contract from the Union 
Carbide Company. Mr. Kauffman requested the services of the State labor
atory to run samples which he proposed to take, and I was able to arrange 
limited services for him through the Bureau of Chemistry. 

At a Health Officers' Conference last week, at which Mr. Don Brown and 
nyself participated in a panel discussion, Mr. Kauffman approached us and 
indicated that, on the basis of samples collected, it appeared that some 
of the individual wells were contaminated with hydrocarbons, and requested 
that we review his findings and offer advice as to what his further actions 
should be. In a crowded conference room it was not propitious to properly 
evaluate the situation, so it was suggested to Mr. Kauffman that he arrange 
to meet with representatives of the Division of Water Resources at a more-
opportune time. I did mention, however, that tests solely for hydrocarbons 
might not necessarily be indicative of the real problem because the hydro
carbons were presumably used as a solvent for cleaning residues from the 
drums and the nature of those residues would probably be more important. 
I suggested that he contact Union Carbide in an endeavor to determine the 
nature of the chemicals that might have been stored in the drums so that 
appropriate determinations can be made on samples of water from the wells. 

I do not know who released the information to the newspapers. There was 
certainly no press release issued by this Department. In any event, on 
Friday, June 7 I received a number of telephone calls from newspaper report
ers, and answered their questions to the best of rry ability. At no time 
however, did I criticise the County Health Department, nor did I mention' 
cancer or any other specific disease. I did not receive any call from the 
Trenton Times and therefore cannot understandHow they can attribute me 
with a direct quote. 
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! Commissioner David J. Bardin June 11, 197U 
I Page 2 

The article is a Pgood1* example of irresponsible journalism which helps 
destroy the credibility of this Department with local health officials for 
whom, albeit with an inadequate staff, we are attempting to provide tech
nical and consultative services for the control of individual and semi-pub
lic water supplies. 

JWsjep . John Wilford, P.E., Chief 
^ V Bureau of Potable Water 

. • 
Enclosure 

,• -i-;i -i cc: Alex Corson, Public Information Office 
- Charles Kauffman, H. 0., Ocean Co. Health Dept. 

Donald Brcwn, Esquire 
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Officials Hit 

In W ater , 

(Case Delay 
'.'• _: • yfttft ft'? 'ft. - ftV. • 

the . state's H The "head of u.e . state s 
' ;-.;;;^r,nk,nS,'water , regulatory 

v'i i?|?fenc>' "if135 ,-Condemned 
••'•. ftfftf ver • Township and Ocean 

to'unty Health . officials for : 
, \£^$£altlnR si* days before rioti- • 

:27. fntiiiHes that' /the ' . 
• • ^ftftf^e''s :-for^thglr homes • Had 

'^'K en «>ntaniinated; by poten- " 
.:' : :y|^lall>';h3?ar^ous petrochemft ft 

>. John VVilford. chief'of' fhe 'ft 
.•ft-ft Bureau V;Potable Water.' 
,  ;  i v ' .S i l id  thp unJlc-  f t  . .  '  ^said the wells in .question 

., «<• serve, homes ,in 'a one-mile ' • v/ft ft • • "'*•.?• ••'" .»• one-mile 
r •>.: <? fadius along Route.9 south of 
. - Toms River. ;;ft '•• ft• 

v'ft# The contamination was dis-
., . . .ft/covered May 31. ^ but resi-
. dents were not told of the 

-^findinguntil last/Thursday, 
ft ft A ft Although the contaminants 
.:. .; fthave; not been identified yet 

:;^,\ /iWilford .said there was "no 
:/ :  ̂V?&SOn f,,r ^ kirid ^ delav. 
//;.;ft:'ffe.P0lchtial;iiealth';hazard 

ft ft; ft,,.!ia,!ded prompt action and 
,it was not forthcoming ".,. (, 
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• ft^r the families and county 
.^health offinprc aro . 

•I 

ftisaBgaasgttmg 

3&V * ~Z?r=?+~'~ . 

\ •. :v :'"y i' ̂ i 

r iss$̂  

WMM&§ 
"vV '."/fts'-.'.rt'ir--

'TfeS-S®?#®!] 

ft® 

:..t.. /. :i.- .' :.- i i » >_ •; .« .v.*. vynBr^-. '/i.:i r ,..,-.?• ••» v» ».'.vii'".. • i;j'•••••.» •• > •.>•.•• a-.'^ .y.^./ ',y.y.i. 
>• j» ^ I <* ^ 

^<^4^ Wv fV~* A»«yf 
i- tr^,1 '.••> sv.j~«.-f» \-c?'-.•?•;-?: f^s" ;;-.rr •y'• vu- w.;iv *•»• r* 

,.^, f;Y^ Xc, ,v.y "• ^ ""l » • 7 VV '- *• «-A- ^ ^ 



C* DEP Tests for Water Pollution Spread 
^ Protection mm 7flAf"® Department of Environmental 
£ watlr In , , J1 says 11 is Possible underground 
^ Township to another3Ve ^ fr°m °"e SeCtl0n °f Dover 

a geologist attached to the DEP's 
3> Whether rerreS division- yesterday said tests will show 
i wen! contaminants, which forced the closing of some 148 
4 iff" 3 fntl0n 0f Pleasant Plai"s- have polluted ueils in 

the adjacent Dugan lane-Wallach drive area. 
\T-.ri evidence af Poi'otion is found in the two series of tests 
£ arta said this would indicate the contamination fs 
moving a southerly or southeasterly direction. In that case 
he said his section would recommend action be taken to 
remedy the problem in the affected area. 
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Barrel Removal. 
' 1 

Continues In TR 
TOMS RIVER— Removal of 

barrels and drums of chemical 
wastes stored on the Reich 
property off Route 9 in Dover 
Township is continuing in an 
orderly fashion, according to 
Dover Township attorney 
Laurence Hecker: 

Hecker said the 4,500 barrels 

arid drums stored there, which 

was discovered by township 

officials some two weeks ago, had 

to be sorted first as to content so 

that they could safely be disposed 

of elsewhere according to state 

regulations. s 

Heckers said the removal 
operation was being conducted 
under the supervision of Deputy 
Attorney General George 

Gregory who is acting as the 
representative of the state 
Bureau of Solid Waste 
Management. 

The attorney said a hearing on 
the show cause order he and 
attorney Milton Gelzer for the 
Reich's obtained for removal of 
the flammable materials would 
be held on March i before Ocean 
County Judge Henry Wiley. . 
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. . .  I A R f. f t *  turning p o i n t  o f  i n e  Kevolu-
tionary War. 
. The site Is sure to be a 

target of history-coYiscious 

n|so like to make people 
ker" shuttles available, 
Ji as the jitneys • and 

boardwalk trains of open 

.-i/5 

Water Supply Pollutants 
rvln Dover Seen Widening 
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Spec.itl bo Th« N>w Ycvrk Tim« 
DOVER TOWNSHIP, April 25! closed' the' ones in Pleasant 
The New Jerscv DepartmentjP'.ains two years earlier. 

of-Environmental Protection! After two vears, however, 
fears that pollutants that af-jofficials are disappointed to 
fected the underground water see the signs of pollution re-
supplv in a section of. .this turning and spreading because 
township two years ago may they still are not suie of He 
be snreading cause or the cure. 
De spieaaing. "We're taking some more 

Preliminary tests conducted •.. saU1 the spokes-
last .month by the townships| for * the Environmental 
Board of Health disclosed He; • ifm , nnpartment. "The 
presence of phenol, a Pcl™;!|evel' of pollution we find -is 
chemical, m 13 private wells,^ . j l0 he imporLant." 
near Dugan Lane. | He exp,ajned that the pollu-

Tlie area is adjacent to then,,,,. lhat exjsu>d in Pleasant 
Pleasant Plains section, where.!plains might not cause much 
what is believed to have beenjnf\a problem if they were 
chemical waste products forced, preading without being re-
the closing of 148 private wells |pienisihc-d. That could happen 
two years ago. Until the 'trapped ;n tf,e ciay-like under-
recent. test, there was no in-Hincj soil, were being moved 
dication that the pollutants bad Py underground water, 
spread beyond Pleasant-Plains. • that is the case, the di'ti-

Phenol was one of the 13;tion,' plus the fact that same 
chemicals found in the Pleas-!nf the pollutants are being lett 
ant Plains water supply. Its ^ behind, should render He 
discovery perplexed municipal chemicals impotent before they 
officials because none of the ran spread too far. Officials. 
15 "chemicals occur .naturally• therefore, expect, and hope, to 
in water ;fjnd (]ie chemicals in consider-

In fact, the United States .,h-,v ]ess quantity in Dugan 
Environmental Protection Agen- j ajle ^an tl\ey were in Pleas-
cy did not even have standards aat p|ajns. 
established listing the amounts "^i10Uid" "the quantities pro\e 
that would be harmful. . t0',)e simiiar, however, the of-

About one mile from the. ficia|s would have to look for 
Pleasant Plains section is a, n(?w thcory and a new solu-
foimer chicken coop on State' ^ 
Highway 9 where thousands of j. ^ under„r0und formations 

gallons of chemical wastesj ;o , fled - the Eng.ISf!l. 

were illegally stored by a are ta d by 

private carter five years ago.: municipalities for their 
Most wastes were stored in 55-" 7 1 , c0 far 

gallon drums, and some drumsjPjiich 'b of these 
leaked and many others v/ere, Ulpre."ds . . ..ui:. 
apparentlv emptied into a ditch.' caenncals in a y strata 
But officials have not been I water systems usn; the s rata, 
able to determine whether the' Meanwhile, res . , 
drums were the source of the;Ban Lane Have been '"J. 
pollution ; not to use their well water for 

The spread of the pollutioivdrinking or cooking A Nation-
to the 13 wells is not by hself'al Guard tanker truck 'S parked 
dangerous. Officials ordered;in the neighborhood to provide 
those wells closed, as thev had'fresh water. 

"Jitney sc. - ••ugu ,'•• • 
whole park wouky^ a good 
idea." he said. 

Pennsylvania's covers 
1 499 acres, New Jersey's 714. 
| Parking in each is limited, 

though new lots are being 
j constructed in both. 

Mr. Guido said New Jersey 
. would announce tomorrow 

a start on construction this 
[ week of a lot with 270 addi-
j tional parking spaces, for a 
| total of 800. 

Improvements Scheduled 

Other Bicentennial im
provements to he started this 
week, he said, will be a new 
park entrance and road, as 
well as a foot bridge over 
Route 29, to link sections 
of the park divided by that 
highway. 

Already under construction 
are a visitors center and a 
wall-size electronic map to 
illustrate with pushbutton 
lighting where Washington 
and his 2,400 troops crossed 
into New Jersey arid proceed
ed to Trenton and Princeton. 

For- improved traffic con
trol, five other New Jersey, 
park entrances will be closed 
when the new one is opened. 
Mr. Guido put the cost of 
all improvements, including 
a new picnic area and rest-
rooms, at $950,000. 

He said he hoped that a 
bridge-closing policy would 
be in effect before July 4 
and that all construction 
would be completed by mid-
July. 

Dirk Van Dommelen. super
intendent of the New Jersey 
park, said: 

"We planned to have all 
these projects done before 
1976, but lack of money held 
them up. They will be late, 
but better late than never." _ 

The Pennsylvania park is 
also getting a late start on 
improvements. As a result, 
early Bicentennial visitors 
are seeing what is normally a 
pastoral scene disturbed by 
construction of a crushed-
shale walkway, renovation of 
historic houses and a grist 
mill, and installation of new 
parking lots. 

By MARTIN WALDRON • 
SiiecitI to The New York Tlmti 

TRENTON, April 2.5—A' 
challenge by two state As
semblymen of the New Jer
sey Supreme Court's order 
to the Legislature to give 
$378 million additional to 
public schools will be argued . 
in Superior Court in Jersey' 
City this week. 

The Assemblymen, Cari A., 
Orechio, Republican of Nut-
ley, and George J. Otlowski,. 
Democrat of Perth Amboy,' 
said that giving more mil
lions in state aid to schools 
would not provide pupils, 
with the "thorough and effp 
cienl" education required by. 
the State Constitution. . 

T h e i r  attorney, Ralph' 

Fucetoln -3d of North Arling

ton. said it had been shown 

in recent months that there 

was no correlation between i 

the amount of money spent J 

for education and pupil 

achievement. ( 

This nullifies the Robinson, 
v. Cahilt suit, Mr. Fucetolaj 
said. This finding was the. 
heart of the ruling by Judge 
Theodore I. Botter in Super-'; 
ior Court that public schools 
in New Jersey must provide' 
all pupils the opportunity for.f 
equal education. ff. 

"The court should apply 
the latest informed opinion 
of the issue, and, in the 
words of a recent Harvard 
Education Review article, 
hold that 'per pupil expendi
ture has small and statistical-, 
ly insignificant effect on cdu-

I cational attainment,'" Mr. 
Fucetola said. 

The Supreme Court held 
in February that the Public 
Education Act of 1975, which 
requires a set amount for 
each pupil in the state, would 
satisfy the requirements of 
the "thorough and efficient" 
education section of the con-: 
stitution, if the 1975 law 
were fully financed. 

\ t  has been determined that 
this would require about 
$378 million additional state 
aid to the poorer school dis-. 
tricts of New Jersey. 

Bloom field Opens 

25,000 Units to Get Rent Subsidies 
' The United States Department of Housing and Urban 

Development will subsidize 25,000 'living units across the 

state. The units, new and renovated housing, will be scat

tered in urban, suburban' and rural sections. The agency 

said it planned to spend more than $95 million in rent sub

sidies for the living units. i 
While the housing itself is considered to be for mtdHe-

income tenants, the subsidized units will be available c: y 
to low-income families, according to a H.U.D. spokesman. 
State officials said the housing would be divided into two 
categories: -about 20 percent for high-rise buddings split 
into small apartments for the elderly, and the remaincr u>r 

Spfc'.Al lo The New York Time® 
BLOOMFIELD, April 24 — 

Residents here began observing 
Earth Week today by hearing 
lectures, viewing environmental 
exhibits and learning about 
home care and gardening from 
volunteers. 

The all-day program, held on 
the Bloomf 
sponsored 
Area Environmental Action 
Group, was the fifth such, ob
servance held here since 1971. 

Charles Humphreys, president 
of the group, said: 

"Our main objective is to 
create an awareness by the 
public of our environmental 
problems. More important, how
ever, is to try to get our citi
zens involved in solving envi-
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Press Stale House Bureau 
TKEN'TON — Water users 

in Dover Township can be 
thankful .those contaminated 
wells that tap the relatively 
shallow Cohansey stratum do 
not also draw from the 
deeper Kirkwood aquifer. 

llaig Kasanbaeh. supervis
ing geologist of the Division 
of .Water Resources, state 
Department of Environmen
tal Protection, said such 
"double taps" probably 
would result in the spread of 
pollution to the lower aquifer 
when pumps were turned 

off. State officials have urged 

i,,r it. O v 

that future wells tap the 
deeper stratum in Dover. W 

Kasanbaeh said "double — • 
or multiple screening." as 
geologists call it, is prohib
ited in most, cases by the 
state Water Policy and Sup
ply Council. -This'process, 
results in water flow along 
the well pipe from the high
est pressure stratum to the 
lowest. The flow very often is 
from the shallow, to the 
deeper level, Kasanbaeh 
added. 

There was "relatively little 
multiple screening in the 
state before the council 
adopted a -policy banning it, 
Kasanbaeh said. One reason 
for the prohibition is bio
potential for spreading pol
lution, he said. 

The e multiple-screening 
process is named for the fine,' 
wire-mesh screens through 
which water is drawn into' 
well pipes. It was used in the 
past in western areas of the 
state where supply arid 
pressure in one underground 
stratum were insufficient: 
The practice is more com
mon in states where under
ground water is not plentiful: 

Even aside from the ban,' 
the process has been 
uncommon in Central Jersey/ 
including the Ocean County 
coastal; plain, because of the 
plentiful supply in the 
Cohansey and Kirkwood 
strata, as well as the very, 
deep Raritan aquifer in 
Monmouth County, and the 
additional cost of multiple 
taps. i; 

Kasanbaeh said a double? 
screen well at the Cohansey,-
or water table, level and at 
the Englishtown aquifer in 
Monmouth or northern Ocean 
County, definitely would 
result in flow' from the shaL-
low to the lower level. Thai's 
because the Englishtown, 
level, and thus pressure, has 
been dropping steadily for 
vears. he said. 
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The "eulogist said some ot-
his colleagues "have proposed 
selective, deliberme--nm Alw. ,  
pie-screen "dry wells tn the 

• Englishtown aquifer area in-\.C\ 
an attempt to recharge the 

aquifer. , '  . 
State geologists have urged- o 

"ThaTToture wells in Dover \  
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TOMS RIVER --Private 
wells which tap underground 
water supplies declared con
taminated by the state will 
be permanently sealed. 

Despite a last-minute pro
test bv about 50 residents 
from "the affected area, 
Pleasant Plains, the Dover 
Township Board of Health 
last night unanimously 
adopted an ordinance which 
orders the wells, 148 in 

• number, to be sealed at the 
owners', expense and under 
board supervision. , 

• The ordinance also imposes 
a ban on future well drilling 
in the area, where the state 
Department of Environmen
tal Protection has found 

. unacceptable levels of petro
chemical and organic con
tamination. 

Robert E. Combs, a lawyer 
representing a group called 
the Pleasant Plains Resi
dents for Pure Water Asso
ciation, asked the board to 
delay any action on the 
measure until the state 

; completes its investigation 
into the pollution problem 

'and has all the facts before 
it. 

. He also urged the board to 
amend its proposed ordi-

1 nance to give affected prop
erty owners the option of 
using less expensive means 
to seal their wells than those 

.'advanced by the state. 
Instead, alter concluding a 

• two-hour public hearing, the 
board passed a resolution 
amending the ordinance to 
make its .language even 
tougher. 

Originally, the stated pur
pose of the ordinance was to 
prevent possible use of con
taminated well water for 
"domestic purposes." Some 

residents who wanted to 
continue to use their wells for 
watering their lawns or fill
ing swimming pools specu
lated that domestic use 
might include only drinking, 
washing, and cooking. 

The board changed the 
phrase to encompass use of 
the water "for any purpose.^ 

The ordinance originally 
referred to the "capping" of 
wells. State officials, though, 
have notified the board of the 
precise way the wells should 
be closed, and the word 
"capping" did not satisfac
torily describe the" method. 
The terminology was 
changed to "sealing." ' 

According to Combs, the 
sealing method prescribed-by 
the state could cost between 
$450 and SG50, and litis would 
pose a severe financial bur
den for well owners. 

He advocated much sim
pler and more inexpensive 
methods to achieve the same 
end, such as sealing faucets.-

He also noted that state 
geology reports say potable 
water can be obtained if 
vvells bypass the contami-

' nated water layer, known as 
the Cohansey formation, and 
tap the deeper Kirkwood 
formation. 

It would be unfair not to 
give Pleasant Plains resi
dents the opportunity to 
extend existing wells Or 
install new ones, he asserted. 

Mrs. Ruth Matthews, hoard 
president, responded that the 
same state geologists have 
recommended that no new 
wells be installed in the 
delineated area so as to 
minimize the chance of coin 
taminati, i spreading from 
one water formation to 
another. ... . . 

AS! 
- Combs also disputed the 

board's authority to order the 
sealing of wells, contending 
that wells should not be 
sealed in such a manner that 
they never could be used 

, again. Some resident felt 
they should bcrpcrmiUed to 
use the wells once the con
tamination dissipates. 

The permanent scaling 
• method was advocated by the 

state, Mrs.- Matthews retort
ed. 

Almost two weeks ago, 
John Wilford, chief of the 
state Bureau of Potable 
Water, sent'the board a letter 
which stated the wells must 
be sealed in accordance with 
specifications set by state 
statute. 

Prior to yesterday's board 
meeting, however, members 
conferred with Wilford and 
other state officials in Tren
ton, and were told of another 
less expensive sealing meth
od. . " 

Raymond A. Webster, 
supervising environmental 

; engineer for the Bureau of 
, Water Supply, Planning and 

Management, outlined the 
. procedure, contained in the 

state administrative code,' in 
a letter. 

He stated the vvells must be 
"sealed, piter removal of 
pump, pipe and all obstruc
tions by sealing off the cas
ing with a,\ impermeable 
plug set at least four feet 
below the top of the casing, 
followed by concrete, cement 
grout or neat cement. • 

"Twenty-four hours after 
sealing, to allow time for ' 
settlement, the top of the 
casing shall be filled with 
concrete and finished off'jto 
grade," he continued. 

This method would cost 
between $150 and $200,.the 
board estimated. The method 
prescribed by, Wilford would 
have entailed filling the 

, entire length of casing with 
material. - -

The ordinance affects vveils 
located on both sides of the 
following streets: Route 9 
front Monroe avenue to 
Churchy road; Church road 
from Route 9 to Old Freehold 
road, Clayton avenue from 
Route 9 to Whitesville road' 

" UO0J 
— - —» . «•»•*., — r -• 

i c.arOnna avenue from Clayton 
;avenue to Sunset avenue; 

. ' Monroe avenue from Route 9 
to Clayton avenue; and '.-tie 

: entire lengths o^.,.Webster 
• road, Lena avenue, and Fritz 

drive. 

|  The code's provisions will 
j be enforceable until the 
j Toms River Water Co. 
: installs water mains in the 

area. The company was 
ordered to do so last week by 
the state Board of Public 
Utility Commissioners. Prior 
to the ruling, the utility 
estimated such a project 
would take between a month 
and a month-and-a^half to 
complete. -
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Base 4 DAlW©$lSFI? vf» o. 

'  * — »  o c p i c i u u c i  i /, jv /4 

30 k Jf« , tT\ -l J tea 

l!y PATRICIA HANLON 
•w Staff Writer 

TOMS RIVER- All wells 
in the delineated section of 
Pleasant Plains must be 
closed and sealed when the 
public water supply begins, 
the Dover Township Board of 
Health decided Monday, 
night. 

The board voted 
unanimously to adopt an. 
ordinance requiring the 
action, to be undertaken at 
the expense of each property 

$ owner, after amending the 
oiiginal ordinance to drop 
Hie term "capping" and 

jr . change it to "sealing," which 
I would save the homeowners 
; money. 

Ruth Matthews, chairman 
of the board, said she had 
learned a more economical 
method of closing the wells 
from Raymond Webster 

> .  Bureau of Potable Water 
; Planning and Management, 

• while attending a meeting in 
Trenton earlier Monday with 
the state Department of 
Environmental Protection. 

X- Webster s letter described 
• a method where the wells 

could be sealed by inserting 
a impermeable plug at least 
foui feet into the casing 
below the ground. The pump 

1 and pipe would have to be 
removed and the plug in the 

. casing would be inserted 
covered with cement, 

i' 1 his procedure would cost 
each homeowner at least 

•VSIOO. substantially less than . 
the capping method which 1 
vvould fill the entire casing 
with concrete, estimated at 
between $450 to $600 a home. 

Robert , A. Coombs, at- ; 
[orney representing the I D1"1 Plains Residents 
for Pure Water, objected to 
the new method as being a 
financial hardship in view of 
the Tact (he residents would 
nave to pay for the water line 
from their house to the main 
ine when the Toms River 

Water Co. provides its 
service. 

The Pleasant Plains 
residenls being serviced by 
the Toms River Water have 
already received some 
financial relief. 

The Board of Public Utility 

Commissioners Thursday ' 
ordered the water company 
to install the lines at no cost 
to the residents since the 

(Continued From Page I) 
township and county agreed 
to re-surface their roads 
after construction, cutting 
the construction costs to the 
water company. 

Residents in the audience 
argued for more than two 
hours against the ordinance. 
They asked the board to wait 
until all '  tests and probes 
were completed delineating 
the entire area in the 
township discovered in July 
to be contaminated by 
petrochemical and organic 

pollution. 
They argued that a 

statement by Mrs. Matthews 
that the state hoped the 
water supply affecting the 
private wellswould purge 
itself clean in two, three or 
five years, \Va.s reason 
enough not to shut off the 
wells completely. '  

They wanted a temporary 
measure where the faucets 
or pipes into the homes could 
be cut off temporarily 
without rendering the wells 
useless. . ., 
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C;By TERRY CONNELLY 

. A costly and time-consum
ing water table purge may be 

. necessary to remove a petro
chemical pollutant from more 
than 160 private wells in Ocean 

'County, state environmental 
• protection officials said yester-

day. . ' 
•f The suggestion was made 
•/after" Dover Township and 
/.county representatives met 

with Rocco • Ricci, assistant 
• DEP commissioner, to explore 

means of pinpointing the pro^r 
• lem, which has contammatea 

the underground aquafer ana 
made well water unfit for 
humans in what may tie more 
than a five-mile area of the 
township. '  . .  

Ricci promised local offi
cials the DEP would assign a 
'20 student leam from Newark 
College of Engineering to the 
project to determine now wide
spread the pollution is and also 
to make available information 
from private testing laborato
ries if needed. 

Assemblyman John P. 
Doyle (D-Ocean), who accom
panied Mayor Ethel Zaun of 
Dover Township and Cnarles 

' Kauffman, Ocean County 
health coordinator, said the 

• DEP aiso promised to have the 
engineers' report ready by the 
end of September. 

'  ' "We met for mere than 
' three hours and I feel now we 
may be able to piece together 

enough information to tmally 
bring this complex and frus
trating problem to an. end," 
Doyle said. • 

Several testing firms, in- • 
eluding Union Carbide Corp., -
have tested the water and 
found several compounds of 
petrochemical substances, 
but none has been able to 
determine the source. 

When the contamination 
was first discovered in June by 
Kauffman bv a routine well 
test, it was .believed that 
several hundred inactive 
chemical drums — owned by 
Union Carbide - stored or . 
buried on a chicken tamp m 

(Continued from Page One) 

the area, may have been the • 
source. , 

"But the fingers are not 
being pointed at the funr so 
directly now," said Doyle. •' . 

"At this point, no one Knows, 
for sure what caused tire con-

"tamination," he added. 
Dovle said the engineering 

team would "go into high gear 
to advise the township as soon , 
as possible of the scope, source 
and solution." 
. The student engineer pro-

. gram is being developed in 
conjunction with the Si ate bu
reaus of Geology and Potable 
Water. The senior students 
have agreed to contribute their 
time during the fall semester.. 

Because-of the cost, only 
estimated as expensive, ol the •. 
aquafer purge, Mrs. Zaun said • 
Mi" hooed the engineers could, 
recommend an alternate but • 
less-costly method to insure 
the well water was purified. 

Last month the state con
demned the wells and resi
dents and businesses have . 
been filling their, cooking and-
drinking water needs through • 

I National Guard tank .trucks 
1 stationed at strategic points in 
l the Pleasant Plains section of 
|  the township. , '  




